IFAC Technical Committee on Mechatronic Systems (TC4.2)

16th Technical Committee Meeting

Tuesday 6 September 2016, 5:00-6:00PM
Meeting Room CC.00.29a
Present Members:     Takenori Atsumi; Kaddoyr Bouazza-Marouf; Roger Dixon; Joshua Dyan; Roger Goodall; Klaus Janschek; Matieu Kozek; Wolfgang Kemietmuller; Mitsuo Hirata; Stefano Longo; Kyongchul Kong; Takashi Mizuno; Reza Moheimani; Tom Oomen; Georg Schitter; Maarten Steinbuch; Masayoshi Tomizuka; Tsu-Chin Tsao; Takashi Yamaguchi; Bin Yao; 
1. Minutes of the 15th TC4.2 meeting were approved unanimously.
2. Chairman’s Report
a. Moheimani started as the EIC of Mechatronics from January 2016 – Maarten Steinbuch continues to handle manuscripts submitted prior to Moheimani’s commencement as the EIC. Several special issues are planned – details are on “Mechatronics” webpage.
b. Membership – We have 103 members. The Chair invited all AEs of Mechatronics journal to become TC members - most accepted.

c. The Chair attended IFAC meetings in Turkey last June – Japan was elected to host the 2023 IFAC WC.

d. CC4 Chair, asked us to nominate invited sessions that could be held jointly with CC5. This was circulated and resulted in several suggestions to organize invited sessions. 

3. Vice Chairs’ Reports  
a. Junmin Wang -  (i) is the lead GE for Mechatronics journal special issue on “Automated and Intelligent Vehicles” and invites submissions; (ii) He is Vice Chair for Industry & Applications of ACC2017 (to be held in Seattle), and encourages our TC members to submit Tutorial Session proposals/papers. The current due date for tutorial session proposals/papers is September 19, 2016.

b. TC-Tsao – interested to organize invited sessions for the World Congress on Mechatronics for medical systems and health, and Mechatronics Education.
c. Takashi Yamaguchi is organizing two invited sessions for the World-congress – details have been communicated earlier.
4. Awards Committee Chair’s report – The Chair explained that he asked Masayoshi Tomizuka to chair the TC4.2 Awards sub-committee. Professor Tomizuka appointed a committee, in consultation with the chair, that reviewed the nominations. A report of the selection process and the sub-committee membership was provided by Professor Tomizuka. It was also explained that an industrial sponsor for the awards was identified. Consequently, Young Researcher Award and Mechatronic Systems Award each received $1,000 and Lifetime Achievement Award $2,000 cash prize.
5. Report on 2016 IFAC Symposium on Mechatronic Systems.  A brief report was given by Roger Dixon and Roger Goodall. They indicated that the UK control community could participated more actively in the Symposium. In addition, Partnership with Mechatronics Forum did not lead to the expected outcome and it was suggested that future partnerships with this group should be avoided.
6. Report on TC4.2 Webpage. Anthony Fowler has been updated TC4.2 web page. It now has a complete lit of members.
7.  IFAC Journal of Mechatronics report 
a. Reza Moheimani took over from January – Maarten Steinbuch is handling papers submitted until the end of 2015

b. Journal impact factor is: 1.871 (highest ever)
c. The journal has ~ 40 new AEs, and we need to build up our profile in a few areas, particularly in robotics

d. All AEs have been invited to join TC4.2 – many responded positively
e. We are interested in review papers in emerging topics or on recent progress in established mechatronics fields – if you know potential contributors and interesting/important topics, write to Reza Moheimani
f. The new EIC’s main objectives are to: (i) shorten the review process; (ii) improve the quality of journal

8. TC4.2 Scope – TC4.2 scope encompasses many of TC4.2 fields of interest. However, it was compiled (following extensive consultation) about ten years ago, and now it is time to be revisited.
9. New Vice-Chair: Abu Sebastian stepped down due to his new research interests that are somewhat away from mainstream mechatronics.  The Chair acknowledged his substantial contributions to our TC) – The Chair asked Tom Oomen to step in. 
10. Change of TC4.2 leadership: Moheimani’s second three-year term as TC4.2 Chair will come to an end with the next year World Congress and a new Chair needed to identified. In consultation with several TC members, over a number of months, Moheimani proposed Tsu-Chin Tsao as the next TC4.2 Chairman. This was discussed in the meeting and unanimously approved by the present members. Moheimani will advise IFAC Chair of Technical Board of this decision.
11. Other business: Klaus Janschek discussed a few procedural matters.
12. Next Meeting: Next meeting will be held during the 2017 IFAC World Congress in France.
